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Overview

e C(ollaboratively developed instruction sessions with local history
primary sources for first-year general education courses

® Primary sources used were accessible in our regular collections:
o Bound volumes of student newspapers

Government documents

Newspaper clippings

Books from the circulating collection

Magazines

Maps

Digitized primary sources from library databases
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What do you wish
students understood
better about
researching with
primary sources?




The Clippings Files

- large collection of local newspaper
clippings and ephemera

- filed by topic, separated into "UVA
history”and "local history”

- 19305-1990s

- currently being indexed

- accessible toanyone




Renovations & New Projects

New attention paid to the clippings files, while
other primary sources were more accessible at
the end of a major renovation project.

Curriculum Changes Why 'I'hese mC]'l'eriGIS,

Our version of a first-year seminar was

completely revamped, which led to a decline in q n d Why n ow?
o

research writing assignments and an increase
INn class sizes.

Special Collections Collaborations

Our Special Collections team experienced a huge
Influx of instruction requests and we needed
another option that allowed students to engage
with primary sources.




Collaborative Development Process

e Instructorinterest in doing something local and tactile with
primary sources related to their course topics

e Librarianinterest in using these materials and reaching these
students with some kind of library instruction

® Reference support for accessing materials

® Preservation support for fragile/old materials
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Examples of Classes



The Secret Life of Maps

Materials

bound Cavalier Dailys
maps from clippings files
articles and other
ephemera from clippings
files

map from library database
(on iPad)

digitized newspaper article
(on iPad)

digitized documents (on
iPads)

regional equity dashboard
(on iPad)

== | Rlﬁrhmonb Times-Digpatch e

- 1|
Jefferson'’s Univ
2l =

T % ]

Vs \ , { K \ PN
r = S [ LSRR
[N > }‘,L"‘ \ A ==K

| \ =\ I \
e s 0. i | l \.;\/’ L‘\'\\(l ,11 ‘y. > TN X
S | a) =

Station 3: Mid-Century

Expansion
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Basic lesson plan

e introduction tothe UVA Library based on student questions

e studentswork through 7 stations, each with a map and an article,
and answer worksheet questions

e discussinsmall groups + report out

e finalwritten reflection

v G Sample worksheet

questions

e Doesthe map supportthe
article's argument about the
need for UVA to expand? Why or
why not?

e \What are some characteristics
of neighborhoods close to the
university today? How might
those characteristics affect
relationships between the
university and Charlottesville
now and in the future?
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Station 7: The Future of
the University

Station 5: Environmental
Resources




More Examples

Janusry 20, 1934, l

Materials

Sample worksheet

¥ I . Bentley Hulford,

| @nite Plains,
y ! New Yorke

y Dear ire Hulford:

Indian film magazines ques’rions
published reports
government documents
books from our collections
maps of the university
papers and ephemera
related to well-known
university affiliates (Poe,

Faulkner, Dove, etc)

Your card in reference to Poe and the Philadelphia Ssinrdey
Goprier together with your query concerning items of Poe intereat.
;?'%ﬁa_ﬁniversity has beern referred to this department for snswering.
1 understand that a prospectus concerning the brochur? has heen sent
It may be purchased from the Zxtension Div131on of the

e Based onyourreading of these
sources, what do you think
these observers thought a
house or neighborhood had to

have (or be missing) to be
, Sl iomeine. e _4 classified as a slum?
enin i sy e roon o cevion S ploen AR AN W - LT ErE e

the bust of Pall s e ‘
z:;r;:;fna:g the Library's collection of Poe material inelnding the |

S i et e o magazines on your table. Find

something about the film or
Other classes related to the issues raised by
the film.

The Slums e Now thatyou've generated
Advanced Topics in Digital Writing and Rhetoric: Mapping some sample keywords, find a

{0 youe :
Oniversity for $1.50.

e Poz Room 2t the University {13 %est Range) has been set aside
as = memorial and is surnished with furniture of the pericde It litewise
o HCHEL - o - > 2 . 2 :
contains a wariety of pictures and books of Pee intereste The original
i i 1 nls # the R
lan for the room wes to get it aside as & weeting place ?1 ihe Raven
goc:p+4 s local honorary sociely comparable to Phi Beia Happae Jue
L v i : sagsd o nse the
4o the growsth of the Sceiety it is no longer o8gible to use the room
i s gmb £ the Society is presented
meeting place. However, every member of i Y

s 3 wiagion o mak
o tha room vpon his initiation and permission % ake use
: by application

as 2

ith 2 key t rissi
o 3 The room may be seen by visitors

e Uriversity where & genmercl hey is tepte
¥, to 5 P. He on weekdayse 156 room is
visitorse

+f or exhihit the rooms
t5 the Surgar's Cffice at th
This office is open from 9 4. :
rept closed save upon applicetion from

Alley

Reading UVA resource in the clippings file

Bollywood Pleasures that's related to your topic.
The Politics of Absence: Memory in Ghost Towns and Ruins



Responses

Instructors Students Librarians
e Appreciate hands-on e Really engage with e Funforus
activity, local focus, materials e Highlight underutilized
collaborative process, e Askthoughtful, collections
and materials tailored complex questions e Different way to teach
to specific course e \Write aboutthe session information literacy and

content and goals In course evals critical thinking skills




Challenges

Preparation

These sessions take significantly
more prep time than regularinfo lit
Sessions.

Representing
diverse views
The easily accessible sources

generally represent the dominant
viewpoint on contentious issues.

Preservation

Many of these materials are fragile and
do not hold up to lots of handling. They
don't traditionally “circulate” and they
sometimes get misplaced.



What kinds of primary
source materials do
you have available
outside of a special
collections unit?




Questions?




Thank you!

Cecelia Parks @ cecelia@virginia.edu

| | HaleyGillilan @ hgtubevirginia.edu
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